KynbTypsl [[peBHEro Mupa

e SE

The Cultures of the Ancient World

ISSN 2658-4824 (Print)
VK 78.03
DOI: 10.33779/2658-4824.2019.3.006-009

Maria Strenacikova

Academy of Arts
Banska-Bystrica, Slovakia
ORCID: 0000-0001-5555-0091
strenacikova@aku.sk

Mapusa CTpeHa4YHuKOBa

Axademus uckyccms

2. bancka-bucmpuua, Crosaxkus
ORCID: 0000-0001-5555-0091
strenacikova@aku.sk

Ancient Musical Discoveries
in Slovakia

The article is devoted to the musical
artefacts discovered on the territory of
Slovakia. During the remotest ancient periods
of time music served chiefly as a means for
ceremonies, cults and magic rituals, and
accompanied the process of work. Present-day
perceptions about music in prehistorical times
are formed from various types of evidence:
archeological artifacts, pictures, carved figures
and musical instruments. The most ancient
of the latter are various rattles and pipes. An
inherent part of musical activities was formed
by dances and singing. Although there is an
absence of direct evidence of the sound of the
instruments, it may be presumed that during
the first stages of the development of music
one of its most important aspects was rhythm.
Melodies were simple and consisted of few
pitches with small intervals in between them,
which comprised a basic motive, subsequently
repeated numerous times.
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ApeBHHUE MYy3bIKaJIbHbIE
Haxoaku B CJ1oBaKuu

B cTaThbe peub UIET 0 My3bIKAJIbHBIX
apredaxrTax, 00Hapy>KeHHBIX Ha TEPPUTOPUU
CiioBakuH. B IpeBHEMUIIIHE STI0XU MY3bIKa
CJIy>KUJIa IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM I LiepeMOHUH,
KYJIbTOB, MarMYeCKUX PUTYaJIOB, COIIPOBOXKAAIa
TIpoIiecc paboThl. Cy’KIeHUs 0 My3bIKe B
JOMCTOPHYECKHe BpeMeHa CKJIaZbIBArOTCS U3
PasIMYHBIX CBUIETE/IbLCTB: apXe0I0TNUeCKIX
apTedaKToOB, KapTUH, Pe3HBIX QUTYPOK U
MYy3bIKa/JIbHBIX MHCTPYMEHTOB. CaMble [peBHUE
U3 IIOCTIEHUX — 9TO pasIMYHble [IOTPeMYIIKHA 1
TpyObL. HeoTheMIeMON 4acThI0 My3bIKaIbHON
JlesITeIbHOCTH OBLIK TaHIIBI U IIeHue. X0Td
OTCYTCTBYIOT IIpSIMBble TOKasaTeIbCTBa
3By4aHUs MHCTPYMEHTOB, MBI IIPe/II0JIaraeM,
4UTO Ha [IePBbIX JTallaX PasBUTHI MY3bIKU
Ba’KHBIM aCIIeKTOM SIBJIUICT PUTM. Mestonus
OblyIa IIPOCTOM, CKJIaAbIBaIach U3 HECKOJIBKUX
TOHOB C He0OOJIBIIIMMU HHTepBaaMH,
006pasyroIMU OCHOBHOM OBTOPSIEOIIUICS
MOTHUB.

KirodeBble C/I0BA:

My3bIKa CJI0BaKHUY, [peBHHUE My3bIKaJIbHbIE
WHCTPYMEHTBHI, My3bIKa JOUCTOPHUUECKOH
9TIOXU.
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of Europe. During the era of ancient

history (from the end of the Prehistory
to the fall of the Western Roman Empire), the
territory was populated by various tribes,
such as Romans, Celts, Germans and Huns
or Avars. During the Period of Migration
(4th-6th Century AD) the Slavs arrived in
this region, but the authentic Slovak music
culture had not appeared until the 9th
century, when the Slovak nation started
its formative period. Therefore, the oldest
music testimonies which were discovered
cannot be related directly to Slovak culture.
They merely prove that music had existed in
the territory where Slovakia is situated now.

The oldest musical activities were
documented by various artifacts — musical
instruments and iconographic depictions,
such as cave paintings, rock carvings,
drawings on vases, etc. Even though we
cannot reconstruct the sounding music, we
can make deductions, based on this evidence,
about the way instruments were played, the
settings for various music activities and the
musicians themselves.

We assume, that music had been a part
of ceremonies, cults and magic rituals.
Music, mainly vocal music accompanied
by instruments, was supposed to ward off
evil spirits, call to the gods and natural
forces for help, celebrate the feats of
the tribal chiefs, etc. The integral part of
musical activities was made up of dancing
and singing.

The oldest evidence comes from the
Prehistoric era. The first instruments had
been made of bones, rocks, wood, skin, plants,
and antlers. Unfortunately, they were often
made from materials which are not durable,
and therefore, they could not be preserved
until the present day. A number of them
has been restored by use of experimental
archaeological methods. Nonetheless, the
actual sound of prehistorical music has not
been evidenced, because these artifacts
are too valuable to actually play on them
(since they could get damaged). For our
experiments we make use of reconstructions
of prehistorical instruments. Besides musical
instruments, artifacts of regular application

S lovakia is a small country in the middle

were used to produce music/sound, among
them scrapers or crepitaculum.

Picture 1: Scraper from a swan bone*

From this time period various clay rattles
have been found, for example, various
turtle-shaped rattles or bottle-shaped rattles
containing baked marbles inside them.

Picture 3: Bottle-shaped rattle’

These discovered instruments indicate to
us that rhythm had been a very important
aspect of music from the start. One example
of valuable archaeological evidence in the
territory of present-day Slovakia is a clay
egg-shaped rattle from Dvory nad Zitavou
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(Picture 4). The scientists dated it back to the
time of the Great Migration of the Nations.

Picture 4: Egg-shaped rattle*

It is documented, that at the dawn of pre-
Christian era, the music involved various
pipes, horns, flutes, syrinxes, bagpipes,
double-pipes and so on. Historians created
the panpipe based on iconographic depiction
out of hollow bones of birds and stripes of
skin (Picture 5).
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Picture 5: Pan pipes®

The picture of the pan pipes was found
on a silver cup (skyph), and the syrinx was

pictured on the skyph ornate handle in
Amor’s hands (Picture 6). This cup was made
in Italy and was found in the grave of an earl
in Krakovany - Straze.

Picture 7: Silver skyph’

At the earliest stage of its development,
music was monophonic. Melodies progressed
in small intervals in the ambitus of a small
number of tones. Since the main functions of
music were to accompany magic or sacred
rites and menial labor, we assume that the
short motives in the melodies were repeated
numerous times with no change at all, or
with the simplest variations.
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See [3, p. 40].

See [2, p. 95].

See [7, 20E].

See [4, picture 169].

oW N e

5 See [5].
6 See [4, picture 103].
7 See [4, picture 101].
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